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The motives which brought the Arab tribesmen to
Egypt in A.D, 639 and the years which followed are
familiar to all students of history.   They are common to
all the phases of the great religio -racial movement which
marked the rise of Islam in the first half of the 7th century ;
but it may, I think, be contended with justice that the
movement was not so exclusively religious in character
as it is sometimes represented to have been.   To the
" Franks " of Western Europe, and perhaps to other races
from the Straits of Gibraltar to the banks of the Oxus,
the most striking and ominous feature of the amazing
portent may have been its heresy, and naturally the
records compiled by the clerics would allude to the in-
vading hordes primarily as infidels;   but there were
other causes at work and other motives*   I hope, in
saying this, not to be misunderstood.   It would, of course,
be ridiculous to argue that the primordial force, which
stirred the Arabs into sudden action and first inspired
their leaders to conquer new worlds, was not religious
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